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Intelligent Systems Research and Development Support (ISRDS) requirement –Questions and Answers #6
ISRDS Questions and Answers in response to the Request for Proposal are below.  
Question 1:

In the Government Response to Question #1 of ISRDS Questions and Answers #5, offerors are directed to send past performance questionnaires to the prime contractor where the offeror is a subcontractor. While we agree with the Government's assertion that there is no privity of contract, in many instances the Government customer is willing to provide performance data on subcontractors. In many instances this is necessary since Large Business prime contractors are hesitant to respond based on legal opinions regarding liability to both the Government and their subcontractor. For instance, we know of at least two Large Businesses that have a policy prohibiting their managers from responding to past performance questions. In such instances we have found that the Government customer is willing to respond even in absence of privity.

Additionally, in many instances the prime contractor is not in the best position to evaluate the technical performance of the subcontractor and the Government customer is willing to provide performance data.

Government Response 1:

A Government customer will have to decide if they have enough information about the subcontractor (in the absence of privity) to address specifically the past performance questionnaire.
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