Two Crew Cockpit Simulation Stations
Answers to Questions
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Q1: 
NASA’s requirements, in the “Requirements Specification ATOL 2-Crew Research Simulation Station” document, do not include a mission planning tool, an Instructor Operator Station (IOS), and a debriefing station. All 3 are available in every simulator. Are these components required? If not, how does NASA intend to define new missions, launch and control the simulator operations, and review the missions?

A1:  
The requested simulation stations are research stations, not training stations. All simulation planning, control, and cockpit functionality are to use NASA-designed software already in use in the Air Traffic Operations Laboratory (ATOL). The requested purchase requirement includes only a SW interface to the HW devices and control of the Out-of-the-Window displays. The vendor will NOT be providing software to run the simulation or drive the contents of the flight management and avionics systems (ND, FMS, etc). The requested 4 co-piloted research simulations stations will be run in conjunction with 1 very-high fidelity co-piloted motion-based research simulator, up to 20 lower-fidelity single-piloted simulation stations and several hundred software-piloted (run by a Pilot Model) stations, all running the same NASA-developed simulation software, and up to five Air Traffic Control stations (also running NASA-developed software) to perform research in Next-Gen Air-Traffic Operations Management.
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